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(57) ABSTRACT

A generally cylindrical towel roll product comprises an
absorbent towel roll having an upright axis, and a flexible,
waler resistant, protective wrapper engaging the circumfer-
ential surface of the towel roll and of sufficient strength to
restrain significant diametric expansion of the towel roll when
the roll is subjected to an axial load and to increase axial
stiffness of the product. The wrapper includes top and bottom
portions that encase the top and bottom surfaces of the roll,
respectively, the top wrapper portion having an opening pro-
viding axial access (o the towel roll and through which indi-
vidual towels can be drawn axially from the interior of the
towel roll. A removable and replaceable soil and water-resis-
tant cover protectively covers the wrapper opening, and a
rigid disc may be provided between the top surface of the
towel roll and the top portion of the wrapper, the disc extend-
ing radially to the periphery of the upper surface of the roll.

15 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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